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CPT’18 Conference - Delft 
an excellent conference - technically & socially 

A good crowd of Aussies attended the CPT-18 Conference in Delft, the birthplace of 

CPT – a notably high percentage of the total attendees.  From IGS, Allan McConnell 

attended.  New Zealand was also very well represented.   
 
The photo below shows some of the Aussies and some of the Kiwis – it was simply not 

possible to get them all together, so some have missed out. (can you pick Allan out?).   
 

There is no doubt that quality site characterisation leads to quality 

geo-engineering - hence our unequivocal support of CPT’18. 

 

some key things we learned 

- CPT has been around in one form or another for 70+ years, yet the technology is 

still being refined, analytical methods are still evolving, and experts are still arguing 

about many aspects.  There are everlasting discussions on better ways to measure 

ground properties - and at CPT’18 there was much discussion about sleeve friction 

– whoops this was also the case at CPT’14. 
 
- No tool is perfect, and CPT, while great, is no exception to this.  Like all 

geotechnical tools it is important to calibrate to high standards and to test as well as 

possible; but if possible one should use more than one technique (not just CPT); 

and, if important, to determine correlation factors such as Nkt site-by-site by high 

quality sampling and laboratory testing, and possibly by other in situ techniques. 
 
- Universally, in situ testing contractors and academics remain enthusiastic 

“inventors and developers” - new things are evolving all over the place – it’s 

exciting to see this.  It was also exciting to attend manufacturers’ trade shows and 

catch up on the excellent work these guys are doing to make things better for us all. 
  
 

Overall there were more than 250 delegates from many countries.  The world’s leading 

experts in Site Characterisation attended, presented and contributed in various ways. 
 
There were three excellent keynote lectures (one by Aussie, Mark Randolph), and a total 

of 101 technical papers covering almost every conceivable aspect.   
 
The papers are available on-line for free from the conference web site 

http://www.cpt18.org/.  A table of contents is attached to this newsletter to whet your 

appetite. 
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